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the success of being able to present anything
really vital.

" Then came the last concert and with it Sibelius'
second symphony. It was like setting a match to
gunpowder. I have seldom seen such enthusiasm
as on its conclusion. Proper ovations to Sibelius
both from the orchestra and the audience. Time
after time he was called out to receive the applause
of the audience. I need not tell the Finnish public
how he conducted his work. But the Philharmonic
Orchestra played it brilliantly with swing, fire and
enthusiasm. It was a success that not only gave
Sibelius a firm position here, but also provided
excellent evidence of the justification and necessity
for Busoni's orchestral concerts.

" ' Busoni's concert nights are among Berlin's
most interesting concert undertakings/ the Welt
am Montag writes suddenly. And another paper,
the National-Zeitung, says expressly of Sibelius'
second symphony: ' a work that it was the duty
of NiMsch or Weingartner to let us hear/

" In general the press notices are brilliant, The
Tageblatt and Lokalanzeiger, indeed, qualify their
approval with some far-fetched ifs and buts of no
significance. But all the rest of the press, including
the great newspapers published outside Berlin
(Kolnische Zeitung, for instance) report the triumph,
draw attention to Sibelius' absolute mastery in
handling the orchestra, his lively imagination and
inventive powers and the brilliancy and swing and
the rousing strength he was able to display